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The American people look to the Bicentennial with expectation and oope. 
In their creative tradition, they wish to re-capture the detennination 
of the past and put it to v.ork for the Nation's future. 

This then, is the subject of my speech today. I want to tell you of 
the future rressage of the Bicentennial. The program is entitled 
"Horizons '76". The program has potential for making a lasting con
tribution to the strength of American darocracy. 

We rrrust rerranber that this nation was founded by rren and waren wiD 
cared enough to participate in the affairs of state. That self-initiated 
involve.rrent has cane to be known as the Spirit of '76. 

We rrust now renew that spirit of self-reliance and of involverrent in 
the affairs of camrunity. Citizens are the source of change, of progress 
and are the strength of our system of goveri1Il'ellt. 

National unity begins and depends on local unity. IDeal unity is possible 
only through the participation of all citizens. We rrust involve ourselves 
again in the affairs of government. 

OUr Nation has grown all too quickly. Government has tried to keep 
abreast of that growth. S<.:rre criticize the federal goveri1Il'ellt: "it is 
too big", "over};X)Werful". The polls tell us that trust and confidence 
have broken down between goveri1Il'ellt and the people. Have we taken 
enough interest to see that representative government is well-infonred 
on what the people think? Have citizens cared enough to strengthen the 
very concept of involverrent in the affairs of governance? washington 
doesn't want to -- nor can it possibly -- influence ALL the affairs of 
government. 

If we believe in the rights of citizens, we rrust also recognize the 
responsibility of citizenship. 

This is where the Bicentennial Horizons program can be inspirational 
to those wiD v.ould set it right. Horizons seeks to prarote citizen 
involve.rrent in our camrunity affairs. 

Participation is the key. 

Dozens of cities and towns are using citizen involverrent techniques 
for planning the future of education, health, transportation, business, 
etc. 
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The Alternative Futures for washington program is an e:xaiTq?le of a 

state-wide citizen involvement effort of great significance to state 

future planning. A suburban e:xaiTq?le could be the nrunicipality of 

Cleveland Heights, Ohio where many ccmnunity groups have developed a 

coalition to make the township a vital part of their lives and ~ 

future. 

The Goals for Dallas program stands out as an e:xaiTq?le of how a major 

urban area involved the citizens of the ccmnunity in an examination 

of A!rJe future needs, set goals1 and made the necessary ccmni trrent to 

attain them. 

Federal legislation calls for citizen participation in its community 

affairs program€, , Yet the goverrurent cannot cause citizen involvement. 

It has to CCX'fE from the people themselves. -

Many foundations see citizen involvement teclmiques as the very essence 

of the survival of our ccmnunities and have SUf>IX>rted in a significant 

way, efforts of cities, states and townships to undertake programs where 

it is the people themselves who plan their future. 

The Bicentennial Administration's lbrizons program is researching these 

efforts and \\Ould hope that ccmnunities throughout the country will use 

examples such as these as they honor the Nation's Bicentennial by plan

ning together for a rrore equitable and just future. We must learn to 

develop tools for citizen involvement and honor the success of those 

carmuni ties who have achieved this citizen involvement. 

The concept of "New Federalisn" is attenpting to renew the initiative 

of cormnmities and assist the participation process. It is up to the 

American citizen to take a rrore active role in planning how they can 

best determine their future needs and priorities. 

---------------------
This country was predicated on a belief in the ul tinate wisdan of people 

and their ability to govern themselves. 'I'lx:mas Jefferson wrote: 

"Whenever the people are well-infonra:l, they can be trusted with their 

own governi't'ei1t. Whenever things get so wrong as to attract their notice, 

they nay be relied on to set them to right_f." 

The Bicentennial, then, can be a tirre of re-dedication to the principles 

of citizen invol~~·t in lie affairs. The lbrizons program will 

assist conmunities ~ t by making available research tools in the 

field of citizen in ~ t. 

This is by no :rreans an easy task. It is a eAed:lunge.,- a unique challenge. 

I \\Ould hope that we are able to rreet that challenge and focus, together, 

on our camon future, our Nation's future and our Nation's place in the 

\\Orld of nations. 






































































































































































